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We’ve produced this pro forma ethics and risk assessment form to enable you to consider ethical and risk issues within a research project.
Go through the form and consider each issue in turn.  Use the associated guidance to address the risks related to your research or engagement project.
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About your project 
	Name of researcher(s)
	

	Project title
	

	Other organisations involved
	

	Proposed start/ end date
	

	Research method(s) (tick all that apply)
	· Case studies
· Deliberative engagement
· Engagement event
· Enter and View
· Focus groups
· Interviews
· Survey
· Analysis of general feedback
· Other



Project outline and aims
	Briefly describe the aims of this research project. 

	

	Briefly outline any anticipated risks to participants.
	Briefly outline any mitigating measures you have planned.

	Example: The research topic may result in the participant experiencing psychological distress or discomfort.
	Example: We will ensure that participants know they can stop the interview at any time and provide them with additional information and signposting as necessary..

	
	

	
	



Environment 

	Please provide the locations in which your research will take place (care or nursing homes, public parks, etc).

	

	Briefly outline any anticipated risks due to the environment.
	Briefly outline any mitigating measures you have planned.

	Example: People may be concerned that someone could overhear them when they speak to us in a public park..
	Example: We will set up a private area if people wish to talk to us in confidence.

	
	

	
	



Consent

	If consent is required, please describe how you will inform participants of what is involved in participating in your study before obtaining it. 

	



Participants

	Does your research involve any of the following groups: (tick all that apply)
	· Children/legal minors
· Persons incapable of giving informed consent (for example, people with learning disabilities or dementia)
· People from non-English speaking backgrounds
· Homeless people
· Prisoners and ex-offenders
· People with or recovering from addictions
· People who may otherwise be considered vulnerable (for example, those who have experienced trauma, victims of domestic abuse, etc.)
· None of the above



If you’ve ticked any of the above, please consider any anticipated risk associated with conducting research with the above group(s).

	Briefly outline any anticipated risks to the group(s) of participants you selected above.
	Briefly outline any mitigating measures you have planned.

	Example: People with learning disabilities participating in the project may not be able to give consent.
	Example: We will assist them by providing additional support and information in a format that is accessible to them, enabling them to make informed decisions about the use of their data and their participation in the research.

	
	

	
	

	
	



If there is someone who has overall responsibility for your research, this is an opportunity for them to review your ethics assessment and to leave any comments for feedback and sign off. You can also note down any actions you have taken in response to their comments.

	Reviewer’s Comments
	Action Taken

	




	

	
Signed by:
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